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 Time flies by so quickly. Seems only yesterday all the walks as far as our 2018 annual holiday were 
organized and you were being told of the events that had happened and were to happen by then. All 
organized and calmness. Now here we are so soon with a need to fill the rest of the 2018 calendar so you 
can look forward to an interesting event each month.  
MWGG have been in existence for 24 years now thus have arranged 24 annual escapades and AGMs and 
240 site and town visits. Of necessity we have to revisit some areas and use the services of leaders who 
have helped us before but we are always on the lookout for new areas and leaders and have achieved that 
again in 2017 and 2018 but that is becoming more difficult as leaders become fewer or busier. I’m sure that 
many of you will recall some of your more interesting visits of the past 10 years or so and it would be very 
helpful if you could remind us Programme Planners of those walks and leaders and help to arrange them 
again for the sake of newer members. Please recall what walks you have found enlightening and 
enjoyable and advise Sheila or myself and maybe even help us arrange that walk again. It will help us 
as our job becomes more difficult.  
 
To follow on from the November 2017 Newsletter our November event was to the National Mining Museum 
at Caphouse Colliery near Wakefield. There were 11 Members with Mike Smith the Mine Manager leading 
us down the two long legs of the drifts to the base of the shaft 140m below ground level passing the bands 
of Flockton Coal, ironstone, and shales. Some fossils of calamites were found and displayed at the half way 
point. Here we found a museum which showed working conditions and methods a hundred years ago and 
following that how mining techniques have improved over time finally ending with very little manual mining 
being needed.  
After lunch Tony Felski led us to the surface exposure of coal ( Flockton Thick) at the back of the fanhouse 
by the Hope shaft where the old tramway tunnel goes under the road. On the opposite side of the tramway 
track was a mudstone with ironstone band( Tankersley Ironstone),In both areas we found mussel beds.  
 
December – as usual – saw us at the Bridge Inn Walshford for our AGM. John Williams was “voted” 

chairperson for the event and introduced Dr Liam Herringshaw who gave us an intriguing insight into “ 

Miners, gardeners, engineers: how burrowing critters changed the world.”- why they were 

crucial to the Cambrian Explosion of life on Earth, and how fossilized burrows can affect the properties of 
economically important rocks, from oil and gas reservoirs to aquifers. He introduced the strange science of 
ichnology, and some of its even stranger practitioners.  
John introduced the itinerary for the May 2018 holiday in Northumberland where our leader will be Ian Kylie 
before lunch and after lunch he chaired the AGM which closed at 3.00.  
Items which were accepted were  
 

 

 

– a good representation  

– a system was needed to 
achieve this.  

ve a table at Caphouse on Yorkshire Geology Day 21st April  

 
 

The start of the year saw us at Deepdale for the now traditional day of Members interests and 
holidays with a geological bent with presentations as follows.  
2017 MWGG Events - John Williams  
A Week in Assynt - Adrian Legg  
The Permian Way – Yorkshire to Nottinghamshire – Jim Cooper  
Lunch and Browse Displays  
Members Minerals and their stories - Your favorite find  
Rocks in the Landscape – Malcolm Barnes  
Some Geology Research on Westray – David Leather  
The Isles of Scilly – Anne Hopkins  
Two aspects of Geology in Italy – J Williams  
Thanks to all who participated in speaking and learning.  



February was a meeting at Skipton Museum titled “How Geology has influenced industry in North 
Yorkshire” with talks by Richard Williams, Shirley Everett and Tony Felski.  
 
Samples of minerals, ores and coal measure fossils from the museum collection had been arranged around 
the room for members to peruse during the day. John Williams opened the meeting with an overview of 
geological resources in North Yorkshire some of which would be examined by subsequent speakers being 
“Formation of Minerals and the lead industry in North Yorkshire” by Richard, “The Stones of North 
Yorkshire” and their uses by Shirley, and the “Formation of Coal Measures and Mining Techniques” by 
Tony.  
Richard’s talk has been circulated to all members and Shirley’s talk was based on ”A Building Stone Atlas 
of North Yorkshire (West)”  
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/downloads/directDownload.cfm?id=2484&noexcl=true&t=North%20Yorkshire%2C%20West%
20%2D%20Building%20Stone%20Atlas  

 
This was an excellent learning day in ideal conditions. Where and what topics next year?  
 
In March 18 Members met Dr Gareth Martin of WYGT and Mike Lawson of the local volunteer group at 
Bracken Hall Countryside Centre Baildon Moor for an explanation by Mike of the local industry which 
resulted in a large population earning a living from quarrying, coal mining and fireclay mining on this most 
northerly outlier of the Yorkshire Coalfield which is uninterrupted by faults resulting in almost horizontal 
bedding of the lowest coal measures.  
Gareth led the walk around the southern flanks of the Moor starting with a detailed explanation of the 
Rough Rock at the top of the Namurian sequence followed by the Sandstone Quarries at Baildon Green 
where the famous 4m long tree fossil is found along with calamites fossils. The lowest marine band allowed 
members to collect fossils before being shown the bell pits and returning to Bracken Hall. Gareth’s 
excellent notes and Alison Tymon’s earlier research had been issued to Members and give a full 
description of both this walk and other features on then Moor.  
 
In April we met Peter Appleton to learn about the Alum Industry of Ravenscar  
 
8 of us met on a foggy drizzly cold morning but thankfully the drizzle stopped quite quickly. The walk took 

us first along the Whitby – Scarborough railway track bed to the quarries which served the Peak Alum 

complex below us. Peter explained the scale of the Alum Industry in these parts noting that all the quarries 

were on sloping hillsides or sea cliff faces where the Alum Beds were exposed. Peter also explained the full 

process at the quarries -using excellent diagrams and old paintings -which resulted in liquor being issued 

via a ditch to the works below. We then proceeded to Peak Works again with explanations of the process 

and transport to dyeworks in the south by ship. Our walk ended with a well earned cup of tea and 

refreshments in the new café at Ravenscar. An excellent informative visit explaining the effect of geology 

on local industry . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Rest of 2018  
April 21st – Saturday – Yorkshire Geology Day - Caphouse Mining Museum  
10.00 – 1.30 – Displays ( including a MWGG Table) and free underground visits  
2.00 – 5.00 Quakes and Shakes – the theme for 4 free half hour talks  
 

May 2018 – Annual Escapade - Northumberland  
 
ITINERARY  
There are a series of themes to use to guide the itinerary; these include  
 
1. The early Devonian igneous cycle including the Cheviot Volcano and St Abbs and what this tells us 
about the closing of the Iapetus ocean  

2. The Carboniferous sedimentary sequences and what they tell us about what life was like in the 
Carboniferous. The cyclicity of these sediments and what this tells us about the way that global 
temperatures vary naturally.  

3. The Carboniferous igneous cycle which culminates in The Whin Sill, which threads its way through the 
Northumberland Landscape creating some of its most iconic landforms.  

4. The most recent geological activity that affected the area in the form of ice and the huge impact this had 
on the landscape and what this adds to our understanding of global climate change.  
 
We meet at 1.30 on Monday 30th April at Beadnell Main Car Park for a half day with our leader for the week, 

Dr Ian Kille.  
Our base for the week is the Waren House Hotel, Waren Mill, Belford NE70 7EE  
A full itinerary and handout will be issued by email to those attending two weeks before the event.  
 

JUNE 14th Thursday –South Bay Scarborough with Tony Felski  

Meet at the Spa at 10.30  
.  
Paid parking is available at the Spa about 500m to the north from where there is a flat walk along a 
promenade to the semi circle. Alternately use the Park and Ride and step off at the Rotunda and walk 
along the prom to the Spa  
The geology is complex, but is very interesting as South Bay is a sequence of Middle /Upper Jurassic 
marine/ deltaic/ marine exposures. The best access to the beach is to the north of the semi circle and then 
walking around alongside the rock armour. Some of the way is sandy, but most is rock some covered with 
seaweed. It is not particularly slippery, but care is need as the seaweed can cover clefts and gullies in the 
rock surface which can cause one to lose their footing. Once around the rock armour the going is fairly 
easy. Stout waterproof boots or wellingtons and at least one walking pole are recommended.  
Bring a picnic to have on the beach.  
 

JULY 10th Tuesday - Dinantian Igneous Rocks of the Derbyshire Peak District with Adrian 

Legg.  
Meet at the Peak District National Park car park in Tideswell Dale, about a mile south of Tideswell 

village on the road from Tideswell to Miller’s Dale, at grid ref SK 1540 7422. This is a pay and display car 

park, costing £4.50 for all day parking. There are public conveniences on site. 

From Castleton in the north to Ashbourne in the south, the central area of the Peak District is known for its 
classic Carboniferous limestone scenery. Much less well known is that these rocks also contain lots of 
evidence of igneous and volcanic activity during this period of geological history, with numerous lava flows, 
ash fall tuffs, sills and dykes.  
We will visit a number of outcrops of igneous rocks in Tideswell Dale and Miller’s Dale, including two that 
are Geological Conservation Review sites. These include a substantial dolerite sill at our starting location, 
and the lateral termination of a lava flow where it flowed into a lagoon. We will walk 6-7 km, mostly on the 
flat or gentle inclines, on clear paths. There are public conveniences where we will stop for lunch.  
 

AUGUST 7th Tuesday – Greenhow Geology Trail with Shirley Everett.  
Meet at 10.30 at the Toft Gate/Coldstones cut car park just east of Coldstones Quarry off the B6265 
Grassington/Pately Bridge road. Grid Ref SE129644.  



Shirley will bring copies of the excellent Walk Leaflet ( Price 50p) with her for those who did not purchase 
one at Skipton in February so no further geology notes will be issued with the walk reminder.  
The complete walk is 5kms and is described in the leaflet as follows  
“The walk begins from Toft Gate car park and will take you on a journey back in time from the 
present day, to the Ice Age, then to tropical conditions 300-350million years ago where you can 
discover fossils from the tropical seas and forests. You can look down 100m into the inside of the 
hill from the Coldstones Cut and then drop right down into the valley where you can see the impact 
of man’s search for lead and fluorspar. You can also look for crystals of your own in the material 
the miners threw away as waste, before climbing back up the hill to the mining village of Greenhow 
where again the geology has been greatly disturbed by the miners. In fine weather the last section 
gives good views across Nidderdale and looks at the remnants of the local lime producing 
industry.”  

SEPTEMBER 13th Thursday – Whitby Shore and Cleveland Dyke with Paul Hildreth  

Meet at 10.30 in the car park near the railway station (Harbour Car Park) to visit sites 3 and 2 in the 
morning until 13.00.  
After lunch at Whitby we travel to site 1, meeting in a small lay-by at Breckon Howe  
(NGR NZ 852029) which is on the line of the Cleveland Dyke and on our way home.  
SITE 3  
SITE 2  
CAR PARK 

 

 

OCTOBER – We meet Jeremy Freeman ( and maybe company geologist Dan Senkans) at a copper 

mine/quarry site on the off the A66 just NW of Scotch Corner to visit East Layton and Middleton Tyas 
copper mines and quarries. The exact date and location and some further information on the purpose of the 
visit will be issued next month after a recce and visit with the local geologist is undertaken.  
 

NOVEMBER Wednesday 14th– Yorkshire Museum and Town – Meet at 10.30 in 

front of the Yorkshire Museum.  
We recommend you use the Park and Ride or the train services and a short walk  
.  
“Uncovering the Yorkshire Jurassic” a walk and talk of Yorkshire Museum’s major exhibition 
“Yorkshire’s Jurassic World” led by ……TBA………… The visit should last about 1.5 hours leaving time for 
lunch in York before –  
 
“Building Stones of York City Centre”. A guided circular walk of about 2 hours duration led by Paul 
Hildreth .Meet in front of the entrance to York Art Gallery, Exhibition Square at 1.00. ( In front of the York 

SITE 2 SITE 3 

CAR PARK 



Art Gallery). The route will include: Museum Gardens, Lendal, High Ousegate, Shambles, Stonegate and 
York Minster environs. Find out about “shopfrontite”, “three-in-one-rock” and other exotics.  
 

DECEMBER 6th Thursday – Christmas Lecture & AGM  

 
Meet at 10.30 for coffee at Bridge Inn Walshford , Wetherby LS22 5HS  
As always, all are welcome  
 
10.45 – Introduction and appointment of Chairperson  
11.00 - Christmas Lecture given by ……..Topic and Speaker TBA………  
 
This will be followed by an introduction to our trip to Northern Ireland in May 2019 and Christmas Lunch 
and at 2.00 the AGM.  
 
Next year’s subscriptions of £15 per person will be due at the AGM. Cheques are preferred rather than 
cash if possible (cheques made out to Mid-Week Geology Group). The charge for lunch is £16.00 per 
person.  
 
By this meeting we will have the programme in place from January at Deepdale to May in Northern Ireland 
and the next Newsletter will have been issued and will even have fixed the May 2020 Annual holiday to 
Stranrear.  
One agenda item will be for Members to consider who will undertake the Programme Planner role after this 

AGM and produce the April 2020 Newsletter with a celebration event of our 25th anniversary. A visit to a 

silver mine maybe?? 


